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John Whitelock and Jim Burns paraded in the Haggis!

We were treated to another great Rob-
bie Burns Day celebration ably organ-
ized by Bob Watson. On a bitterly cold
and windy day it takes Scottish courage
to venture out in kilts and we sincerely
thank all those who did.

We missed Bill MacLachlan who, with
his wife Judy, is spending a month in
New Zealand; which mean he's already
celebrated Burns Day there.

The festivities were started with
O'Canada sung by that wonderful tenor,
Bob Ferrier, who has graced our Burns
lunches on many occasions and, hope-
fully, many more. Bob is a Life Member
of the Calgary Burns Club and one of
the founders of the Calgary Burns Club.
Bob treated us with several Scottish
songs during lunch in a velvet- throated
voice that always seems uniquely suited

to Burns Day.

Our pianist today was Ron Budd, who is
the Director of the Calgary Burns Club
Choir. Bob mentioned the great news
that the Choir has been invited by Ma-
jor-General Euan Loudon, CEO of the
Edinburgh Military Tattoo, to participate
in the Tattoo this August at Edinburgh
Castle.

The Selkirk Grace was very ably given
by Pres. Frank and, to my recollection,
it was one of the few times that we actu-
ally understood the words.

The Haggis was paraded around the
room led by the very talented piper,
John Whitelock, who has also given us
the benefit of his pipes on many such
occasions. John is a former Pipe Ser-
geant of the Calgary Police Band and a
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Life Member of the Calgary Burns Club.
The Haggis was held aloft by Jim Burns
who was accompanied by sword-

carrying club members, Earl Huson and
Dave Marchant. John also played several
memorable Scottish songs during the fes-
tivities including “The Black Bear” at Bob
Watson's request.

Guest George Muir gave us an excellent
and very animated address to the Haggis.
The words may be hard to follow but his
actions left no doubt as to the importance
of the Haggis. We were all served Haggis
and it really was delicious. (my G-G Grand-
father John King was born in Paisley, Scot-
land so | pretty well have to say that).

Address To A Haggis

Fair fa' your honest, sonsie face,
Great chieftain o' the puddin-race!
Aboon them a' ye tak your place,
Painch, tripe, or thairm:

Weel are ye wordy o' a grace

As lang's my arm.

The Translation

Fair is your honest happy face
Great chieftain of the pudding race
Above them all you take your place
Stomach, tripe or guts

Well are you worthy of a grace

As long as my arm

Bob Watson gave us some insight into the
first Patron of the Calgary Burns Club,
Grant MacEwan, who was an Honorary
Member of our Club. MacEwan was Lieu-
tenant- Governor of Alberta, an Alberta
MLA, Alderman of Calgary, Mayor of Cal-
gary, Dean of Agriculture of the University
of Manitoba and author of many books
about Western Canada. Bob read The
Creed of Grant MacEwan which ends with
this:

"I am prepared to stand before my Maker,
the Ruler of the entire universe, with no
other plea than that | have tried to leave
things in His Vineyard better than | found
them." Great words from a great Canadian
and Albertan of Scottish heritage.

Our main speaker was Ron Pratt who
spoke to the immortal memory of Robbie
Burns. Burns was born 250 years ago on
January 25, 1759 and died on July 21,
1796 and his funeral was said to have
been attended by 20,000 people. In that
short span of time he wrote over 300 songs
and 400 poems; a genius to say the least.
He believed fervently in brotherhood, toler-
ance and all humanity. It was said that
when asked what his one wish might be he
stated: "To wipe all tears from all eyes".
Ron finished by reciting a portion of one of
Burns' most famous poems, "A Man's a
Man For A' That":

What though on hamely fare we dine,
Wear hoddin grey, an' a that;
Gie fools their silks, and knaves their wine;

A Man's a Man for a' that:

For a' that, and a' that,

Their tinsel show, an' a' that;

The honest man, tho' e'er sae poor,
Is king o' men for a' that.

No Burns event would be truly over until all
in attendance sang “Auld Lang Syne”
which we did with gusto. Pres. Frank
thanked all our special participants in par-
ticular our special Glaswegian - Bob Wat-
son - who made it all happen.

L
L

George turned this over to Bob Watson who sang several songs including: "A wee deoch n Doris". The actual spell-
D ing is a little unclear but "deoch" is the half door that is common in Europe and it refers to being handed "one for
D the road" across the half door before leaving someone's home or pub. The best part of Bob's dissertation was lis-

Rotopedia

D tening to him sing: "I Belong To Glasgow" - well done, Bob.

EZRA LEVANT BOOK

In his stirring talk last week Ezra said he was writing a book about the antics of various Human Rights Commissions in Canada. For
those interested in finding out more about how our right to free speech is being hijacked by unelected bureaucrats the title of his book
is: “Shakedown: How Our Government is Undermining Democracy in the Name of Human Rights”. It is being released on March
24/09. It can be ordered through Amazon.ca or members can email me and, if there’s enough interest, | may be able to
obtain a reduced price and possibly have them signed by Ezra. Al King (kingal@telusplanet.net)
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AnEvcmg with Presideat DLK. Lee

I President 2008-2009

And
The Calgary Clubs Integrity Award Presentations
6:00 p.m. cocktail reception
6:45 p.m. call to order
9:00 p.m. expected conclusion

February 24th, 2009

The Calgary Telus Convention Centre
120-9" Avenue SE

Tickets $75.00 (will be sold at our Rotary meetings)

Business Attire

Murray Flegel with Gerry Wood who is Calgary South’s
Integrity Award Recipient. Presentation will be made on
February 24 at the evening with R.l. President D.K. Lee.

To: Frank W. King, Calgary South

Forwarded by DG Mark Starratt, a message from RIVP
Monty Audenart:

To all Club Presidents: Please pass on this important
message to your members. Your DGE Steve Allan was
present as well during the announcement.

This morning at the International Assembly, Bill Gates Jr.
addressed the Governors 2009-2010.

In a stirring speech he announced the additional gift to the
Polio Plus program of $US 255,000,000.

Rotary has been asked to match $100 Million of this
amount. Rotary to date has already reached and matched
72 Million of the first $100 Million that was given previ-
ously. This is a historic day for Rotary, and our Foundation
and our Partners.

The UK Government also announced a donation of 100
Million pounds and Germany announced a donation of 100
Million Euros.

All of this announced to the Rotary world today. For all that
you are doing to eradicate Polio we thank you.

RIVP Monty

Note: Please visit the Rotary International website for the
formal press release on this exceptional opportunity for the
Eradication of Polio (www.rotary.org) and for news on the
donation itself.

GUESTS:

In addition to those already mentioned, we had a Rotarian
from Edinburgh and one of our special guests was Gerry
Wood, our Integrity Award winner. Our Exchange Student,
Bart Kremer had two lovely female Exchange Students, one
from Switzerland and the other from Denmark - who won the
50/50 Draw!!

THE HEALTH OF THE CLUB:

Howard Miller, in his usual much-to-be-admired classy way,
made special mention of club members who were in atten-
dance today after being absent for various medical reasons:
Dan Dunlop, Benno Nigg, Fred Peacock and Ann Rooney.

Howard also mentioned that John Flagler, a member for 28
years, has decided to take a temporary absence until Spring

Rotary Fellowship
of Spanish Language Learners

Recently, | have learned that there are a number of Calgary
South Rotarians who are interested in learning Spanish.
There are also a number in the club who are already quite
proficient in the language. Some of you and | also are pretty
much beginners but would like to pursue learning more. As
one of our members put it..."learning another language is one
of the best methods to keep the brain cells in good condition”.

I would like to propose that a Fellowship could evolve where
those who are interested could meet on a regular basis to
practice what they have learned and to exchange ideas.
Wouldn't it be great if we were to meet once a month at a
Spanish restaurant for lunch and the only rule would be that
only Spanish could be spoken during the time we are to-
gether? Those of you who are interested, please contact me
and we can begin to make arrangements. Hope to hear from
you. Hasta lavista!

Dave Marchant; (403) 251-1674 Res.;(403) 880-1067 Cell;
marchantd@shaw.ca




Aunoancements, (Calendar and Upcoming Eventts

Make Dreams Real
Meetings
e Jan.?29 Nigel Hanaford, Calgary Herald; Interview with Prime Minister Stephen Harper;
TO BE HELD IN BLUE ROOM (AGRICULTURE BUILDING)
e Feb.5 Dr. Elizabeth Cannon; Dean of Schulich School of Engineering, U of C;
What's Happening in Engineering?
Calendar
e Jan.30 Larry Kwong Chinese New Year's Dinner ® ApPr. 4 Mustard Seed Dinner Service
e Feb.2  Board Meeting; 4:00 P.M. B.B.B. e Mar.10  Four-Way Speech Competition at
e Feb.8 L'Arche Cakewalk St. Mary’'s ngh School
e Feb. 18 Fireside e Apr. 13&14 L’'Arche Casino - Deerfoot Inn
e Mar.7 Mustard Seed Dinner Service
Special

e Feb. 24 (Tuesday evening); R.l. President D. K. Lee visit. Telus Convention Centre; Cocktails at 6:00 P.M.;
Dinner at 7:00 P.M. program to follow. Tickets $75.00. More details to follow.

e Feb. 25 (Wednesday); Major Donor luncheon with R. I. President D.K. Lee; Petroleum Club, Devonian
Room - Lunch at Noon; program to follow; Sponsored by TD Financial Group, by invitation only.

e  April 24-April 26, 2009; District 5360 Conference; Canmore Radisson Hotel, Canmore, Alberta

e June 21-24, 2009; 100th Anniversary of Rotary International Convention; Birmingham, England
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NEXT WEEK'S MEETING will be held in the Blue Room in the Agricultural Building.
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i Steve Cochrane reminded us of the Larry Kwong Chinese New Year's Dinner and that he must have final §
i reservations by next Monday. ;
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Ellen Wright has resigned from the Club.
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Other Clubs

e Rotary Club of Calgary West; Valentine’'s Day Strawberry Shortcake Fundraiser (last year sold 7,300 cakes!)
see pages 5 & 6 for details!

e Rotary Club of Calgary Sarcee; Friday, May 8, 2009 “ Art from the Heart” Auction and Dinner; 6:00 P.M.; Red &
White Club; more details to follow. Contact James Cameron jamescameron@shaw.ca Mark this important date on
your calendars!
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2008-2009 Partners’ Pen# : _ p\k‘?
(by Trish Terrill) s - ‘.

ROSTER BOOK: Please notify
Lorraine MacDonald 403-257-4660 of
any additions, errors or omissions that
need to be corrected in the roster
book.

Book Club: January 19, 2009 with Guest Speaker, Peter Penner.

Thank you for your cooperation.







